






































There exist no diagnosed or diagnosable psychological difficulties, though Tony very clearly 
demonstrates internal and interpersonal traits and proclivities which might be accurately and 
usefully described as "issues," meaning subclinical conditions which complicate his life and 
functioning by leading, one way or another, to significant tension, misunderstanding, and conflict 
in relation to others, along the lines described by the preceding. 

Said issues, or, rather, eccentricities in thinking, feeling, and interacting with others and the 
world at large, emphasize a carefully defended distance in relation to others, driven by anxiety 
regarding the possibility that he may, should he allow others closeness and influence, find 
himself unfeelingly subordinated, powerless, taken advantage of, and used. As well, Tony's 
regard for broadly held social conventions and mores is suboptimal, and his tendency is to 
disregard the thoughts, feelings, wants, and wishes of others, particularly when these conflict 
with his own internal analogs. His insight is poor, meaning that he is largely unaware of the 
immediately foregoing and of the downside of the impact his noted proclivities have on his life 
and on the lives of those who love him. He is self-contained, tends to live in his own world more 
than do most, possesses a peculiar degree of faith in his own ideas and beliefs, and has 
remarkable energy to apply to the pursuit of his belief-predicated aims. 

At this point in his life, Tony strongly believes himself misunderstood and wronged by those he 
has trusted in, whether that be his estranged wife or his children's educators or the oftentimes 
situational ethics of attorneys or the casual insensitivity and indifference of the court system. He 
fully intends to doggedly pursue the righting of those perceived wrongs, and he possesses 
sufficient internal resources to make rather a persistent nuisance of himself in pursuit of this 
crusade of sorts. 

This is likely not an individual greatly easy to stand in close relationship to. 

People might be inclined to view Tony as being narcissistic, but that would be oversimplification 
and error. In the main, he is afraid. He is afraid for himself and he is afraid for his children. He 
fears that the school and the court and the system will fail to protect him and his children. He 
deeply fears that the system will disregard the importance of his relationships with his children. 

Any attitudes or conduct others may be tempted to think of as self-focused, as insensitive, and 
as narcissistic, need first to be looked at from a perspective appreciating this man's basic 
disillusionment, mistrust, and fear. 

In the opinion of the writer, Tony's eccentricities, internally and interpersonally, are longstanding, 
and owe their genesis to peculiarities in his relationships with his childhood caregivers, some of 
which have been noted or, at the least, hinted at, above. 

While not asked to issue specific recommendations regarding this gentleman, the writer would, 
nevertheless, encourage Tony to consider the possibility and wisdom of exploring some of the 
aforementioned "issues" in the context of a meaningful counseling/psychotherapy relationship. 

The writer would also encourage as complete openness as possible by the court and attendant 

processes. The same is applicable, where Tony's estranged wife is concerned, as regards 

decisions and other matters of relevance in the lives of Rocco and Amelia. Tony's anxiety only 
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